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Dana Center by the Numbers

We provided professional development for 
Department of Defense Education Activity teachers, 

benefiting 88,500 students in 14 countries.
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Dana Center by the Numbers

Nearly 1,000 Louisiana 
teacher-leaders and 

mentors received 
capacity-building 
support from our 

professional learning 
facilitators.

44

Dana Center by the Numbers

People who viewed MathCuts—
quick, engaging strategies for K–6 
classroom teachers—on Facebook.
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michael.greenlee@austin.utexas.edu
512.693.9273
@UTDCMike

Visit the Dana Center website at utdanacenter.org.

Find us on Facebook at facebook.com/utdanacenter or on
Twitter at @UTDanaCenter.

Contact Information
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Understand how relating the standards to their place 
in the critical areas of focus—and in the major work of 
each grade level or course—affects instruction.

Objective

http://www.utdanacenter.org/
https://www.facebook.com/utdanacenter/
https://twitter.com/utdanacenter?lang=en
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“Fragmenting the Standards into individual standards, or individual 
bits of standards, …produces a sum of parts that is decidedly less 
than the whole." 
***
“A drive to break the Standards down into ‘microstandards’ risks 
making the checklist mentality even worse than it is today."
***
"If the Standards are like a tree, then microstandards are like twigs. 
You can’t build a tree out of twigs, but you can use twigs as kindling 
to burn down the tree.”

— Excerpted from page 5 in Achieve the Core. (2013 April 9). K–8 Publishers’ Criteria for the 
Common Core State Standards for Mathematics. Available via 

https://achievethecore.org/page/267/publishers-criteria-for-the-ccss-in-mathematics

Focus and Coherence of the Standards
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Where to Focus Grade 3 Mathematics

• Arrange the cluster 
heading cards for Grade 3 
in order of importance.

• Consider how much time 
you should prioritize to 
teach each cluster.

• Number the cards by 
writing the number of 
their position in your 
order in the top right 
corner.

https://achievethecore.org/page/267/publishers-criteria-for-the-ccss-in-mathematics
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Critical Areas of Focus

The critical areas are designed 
to bring focus to the standards 
at each grade level by 
describing the big ideas that 
educators should use to build 
their curriculum and to guide 
instruction. 
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Critical Areas of Focus

• Revisit each of the Grade 3 cluster headings. 
• Identify which clusters are directly called out in the 

Critical Areas of Focus.
• Label those cluster cards with the number of the 

critical area they support (CA1, CA2, and so on)

How do the clusters NOT found in the Critical 
Areas of Focus support the Critical Areas?
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Where to Focus

Code each cluster heading as a Major Cluster (MC), 
Supporting Cluster (SC), or Additional Cluster (AC).
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• How do the Supporting Clusters support the Major 
Work?

• Are there any Additional Clusters that would support 
the Major Work?

• What does it mean if a cluster is classified as Major 
work but is NOT called out directly in the Critical 
Areas of Focus?

Where to Focus
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• What are the implications for teaching this standard 
knowing that it is a Supporting Cluster and is not 
called out in the Critical Areas of Focus?

Meeting the Intent of the Standards

Represent and interpret data.
3.MD.B.3: Draw a scaled picture graph and a scaled bar graph to represent 
a data set with several categories. Solve one- and two-step “how many 
more” and “how many less” problems using information presented in 
scaled bar graphs. For example, draw a bar graph in which each square in 
the bar graph might represent 5 pets.
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