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Parents, guardians, and unaccompanied youth should be able to initiate
the dispute resolution process directly at the school they choose, as well
as at the school district or LEA homeless liaisones office.

States should establish timelines for resolving disputes at the local and
state level.

Parents, guardians, and unaccompanied youth should be informed that they
can provide written or oral documentation to support their position.

Parents, guardians, and unaccompanied youth should be informed that
they can seek the assistance of advocates or attorneys.

Students should be provided with all services for which they are eligible
while disputes are resolved, consistent with the definition of senroll-
ment.Z Enrollment is defined as attending classes and participating fully
in school activities.

Written notice should be complete, as brief as possible, simply stated,
and provided in a language the parent, guardian, or unaccompanied
youth can understand.

Written notice should include:

Contact information for the LEA homeless liaison and State Coordi-
nator, with a brief description of their roles

A simple, detachable form that parents, guardians, or unaccompanied
youth can complete and turn in to the school to initiate the dispute
process (the school should copy the form and return the copy to the
parent, guardian, or youth for their records when it is submitted)

A step-by-step description of how to dispute the schoolss decision

Notice of the right to enroll immediately in the school of choice
pending resolution of the dispute

Natice that simmediate enrollmentZ includes full participation in all
school activities

Natice of the right to obtain the assistance of advocates or attorneys

Natice of the right to appeal to the state if the district-level resolu-
tion is not satisfactory

Timelines for resolving district- and state-level appeals

Every state is required to have a coordinator for the education of homeless children and
youth, and every school district is required to have a liaison for homeless students.
These individuals will assist you with the implementation of the McKinney-Vento Act.
For information on the education of children and youth experiencing homelessness in
Texas and to obtain contact information for the liaison in your district, please contact:

TEXAS HOMELESS EDUCATION OFFICE
The University of Texas at Austin

Charles A. Dana Center

2901 N IH 35, Room 2.200 Austin, TX 78722
www.utdanacenter.org/theo 1-800-446-3142

Endnotes

«State Plan,(1) In General,Each State
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McKinney-Vento Act Sec. 722(g); 44
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shall submit to the Secretary a plan
to provide for the education of home-
less children and youths within the
State. Such plan shall include the
following:

A description of procedures for the
prompt resolution of disputes re-|
garding the educational placement
of homeless children and youthsf

Local Educational Agency Require
ments,

Best Interest,In determining the best
interest of the child or youthfthe
local educational agency shallf (ii)
provide a written explanation, in-
cluding a statement regarding the|
right to appeal under subparagraph
(E), to the homeless childes or youtheg
parent or guardian, if the local edu-
cational agency sends such child o
youth to a school other than the
school of origin or a school requested
bythe parent or guardian; and (jii)
in the case of an unaccompanied
youth, ensure that the homeless liai
son designated under paragraph
(2)()(ii) fprovides notice to such
youth of the right to appeal under
subparagraph (E).

Enrollment Disputes,If a dispute
arises over school selection or en
rollment in a school, (i) the child
or youth shall be immediately ad-
mitted to the school in which en-
rollment is sought, pending
resolution of the dispute; (ii) the
parent or guardian of the child or
youth shall be provided with a writ-
ten explanation of the schoolss de
cision regarding school selection o
enrollment, including the rights of
the parent, guardian, or youth to
appeal the decision; (iii) the child,
youth, parent, or guardian shall be
referred to the local educational
agency liaison designated unde
paragraph (1)(J)(ii), who shall
carry out the dispute resolution
process as described in paragraph
(1)(C) as expeditiously as possiblg
after receiving notice of the dispute;
and (iv) in the case of an unac-
companied youth, the homeless li
aison shall ensure that the youth is
immediately enrolled in school pend
ing resolution of the dispute.Z

U.S.C. 11432(g).
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