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SECTION 12 GLOSSARY 
 
 
ADA Eligible Student – A student who is coded as eligible in the attendance accounting 
system (coded with ADA eligibility code 1, 2, 3, 6, or 7). 
 
Admission, Review and Dismissal (ARD) Committee – A committee that each school district 
or special education shared services arrangement is required to establish and that makes 
decisions concerning the educational program of a student referred for special education. All 
members of the ARD committee shall have the opportunity to participate in a collaborative 
manner in developing a student's Individualized Education Program (IEP). 
 
At-Risk – At risk of dropping out of school according to state criteria defined in the TEC, 
§29.081. 
 
Average Daily Attendance (ADA) – The number of students in average daily attendance. ADA 
is based on the number of days of instruction in the school year. The aggregate days 
attendance is divided by the number of days of instruction to compute ADA. ADA is used in the 
formula to distribute funding to Texas public school districts. 
 
Compulsory School Age – Any age at which a child is required to attend school. Unless 
specifically exempted by law, those children at least 6 years of age and those who have not yet 
reached their eighteenth birthday are required to attend school. A student enrolled in 
prekindergarten or kindergarten must attend school.21 Also, a person who is age 18 or older and 
is enrolled in public school is required to attend school each day. A school district's board of 
trustees may adopt a policy requiring a student who voluntarily enrolls in school or voluntarily 
attends school after his or her eighteenth birthday to attend school until the end of the school 
year if the student is under age 21. 
 
Disciplinary Alternative Education Program (DAEP) – An alternative education program that 
meets the following requirements: Instruction is provided in a setting other than a student's 
regular classroom; is located on or off of a regular school campus; provides for students who 
are assigned to the DAEP to be separated from students who are not assigned to the DAEP; 
focuses on English, math, science, history, and self-discipline; provides for students' 
educational and behavioral needs; provides supervision and counseling; separates elementary 
students from nonelementary students; provides educational instructional services for students 
who are at least 6 years old and have committed on offense that requires a removal from the 
regular education program to a DAEP; and provides educational instructional services for 
students who are less than 10 years old and have committed expellable offenses.22  
 
 
 

                                                 
21 TEC §25.085(b),(c) 
22 TEC, §§37.006, 37.007, and 37.008 
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